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Synopsis

Big, small, curly, straight, loud, quiet, smooth, wrinkly. Lovely explores a world of differences that all

add up to the same thing: we are all lovely!
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Customer Reviews

Love! Love! Love! No classical 'differences’ representations, just straight up all kinds of people. A
quick read, a fun palette, a cross section, a wonderful message. Well done, you! (Charity McMaster
Schuler Books & Music)Big, small, curly, straight, loud, quiet, smooth, wrinkly. Lovely explores a
world of differences that all add up to the same thing: we are all lovely! That is the central message
of author/illustrator Jess Hong’s charmingly thoughtful and unfailingly entertaining picture book story
for children ages 4 to 8. "Lovely" will prove to be an enduringly popular choice and is very highly
recommended for family, daycare center, preschool, elementary school, and community library
collections. (MIdWest Book Review)Beauty is said to be in the eye of the beholder, and this book
encourages readers to regard everyone as "lovely."In today’s world, with increasingly evident
diversity in race, ethnicity, gender expression, sexuality, fashion, body shape, abilities, and choices
about everything, the author/illustrator presents people of every description in the bold, brightly

colored digital illustrations. Opposites are introduced: "black" for a white young woman clad in black



and "white" for a young-looking, brown-skinned woman with flowing white hair. "Simple" appears on
a tattooed white arm, along with a few designs, while "complex" is written on a brown arm, with what
appear to be elaborate mehndi designs (henna designs applied before a South Asian wedding). A
white baby is "soft," and an older white woman with purple hair, a spiked denim jacket and choker, a
nose ornament, and man y ear decorations is "sharp." A "tall" person with Asian features walks a
small dog. A "short" smaller, light-brown-skinned male with green hair has a large dog. A gay
interracial male couple face an adoring dark-brown-skinned child and mom. These pages read:
"Lovely is you. / Lovely is me." The last double-page spread includes young and old: a white woman
in a wheelchair (there is one amputee with a modern prosthetic leg earlier in the book), a goateed
man in a bustier, and others of various colors and sizes. "Lovely is different, weird, and wonderful."
So reads the caption for a white girl with blonde hair and one blue and one brown eye! A simple
book with lots of truth. (Picture book. 3-6) (Kirkus)A¢a —A“Lovely,A¢a —As a debut picture book
written and illustrated by Jess Hong, is a lively ode to being different. A¢a —-A“What is

lovely?A¢a -A-the text asks. A¢a —-A“Lovely is different.A¢a —Ae A girl with one blue eye and one
brown eye looks directly at the viewer. Then comes a series of illustrative plays on words. The word
A¢a -A“BlackAga -A-is next to a white woman wearing black clothes. On the facing page, the
word A¢a -A“whiteA¢a —As accompanies a black woman with white hair. On other spreads, we see
a tall woman walking a short dog (A¢a —A“tallA¢a —As) opposite a short man walking with a tall dog
(A¢a -A“shortA¢a —A), and a red-haired girl with a A¢a —-A“fluffyA¢a —Ae cat opposite a
straight-haired girl with a A¢a —A“sleekA¢a —A- snake. As with any successful picture book, the art
in A¢a -A“LovelyA¢a —AsdoesnA¢a —-4,¢t just illustrate the text, it expands it. This is why a spread
like A¢a —A“Fancy. Sporty. Graceful. StompyA¢a —A-works so well: lllustrated with four sets of
legs A¢a -4 ¢ hairy legs wearing fancy red stilettos, prosthetic legs playing soccer, black legs in
pink ballet slippers, and fishnet-stockinged legs in punk-rock platform boots A¢a -4 ¢ it shows the
multifarious world in all its glory. . .Tolerance. Inclusion. Compassion. Kindness. Empathy. As the
song says, teach your children well A¢a -4 ¢ or better yet, inspire them well. (R.J. Palacio NY

Times)

"How nice to see a lovely book that shows the lovely in all of us."-- Jennifer Fosberry, New York
Times bestselling author of My Name Is Not Isabella (Jennifer Fosberry New York Times bestselling
author of My Name is Not Isabella) This "lovely" book promotes the simple message that we are all
different and that is lovely. A beautiful celebration of diversity! (Julie Downing award-winning

author-illustrator)
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